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narrow canon known as the Meadow Valley Wash. In the period of financial depression that followed the panic of 1893, a part of this uncompleted line had been abandoned by the Union Pacific, while in other places the rails had been taken up and carried away for use elsewhere. Harriman was informed by his engineers that any railroad between Ogden and Los Angeles would have to follow the route of this abandoned line and pass through the hundred-mile canon known as the Meadow Valley Wash. He therefore directed his construction forces to take possession of the old right of way of the Union Pacific through this canon, while at the same time he gave orders to prosecute the work of construction between the canon and southern California. Senator Clark's construction parties followed Mr. Harriman's into the Meadow Valley Wash, and after a number of physical clashes between the rival forces, both sides appealed to the courts to sustain the rights which each claimed to have in this narrow gorge. In the course of litigation it was found that, under the laws of the United States with regard to the occupancy of gorges and canons, neither side could exclude the other, and if both persisted in building through the canon, their respective tracks would have to cross each other twenty-six times within a comparatively short distance on account of the narrowness of the gorge.